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INTRODUCTION AND KEY ISSUES

1.
The inspection findings of 6 schools have been published since the last report. In terms of overall school performance and quality, these reports can be categorised as:

Excellent/Very Good
Good
Satisfactory
Weak

Nursery
(no reports this cycle)

Primary
1
3
1

Secondary



1

Special
(no reports this cycle)

All these inspections follow the new Ofsted Framework which came into effect in September 2003.  There is one change in the format of this report: inspection judgment gradings are now given for five main elements of a school:

The overall effectiveness of the school

Overall standards achieved

Pupils’ attitudes, values and other personal qualities

The quality of education provided by the school

The leadership and management of the school.

These are graded on a seven point scale (excellent 1; very good 2; good 3; satisfactory 4; unsatisfactory 5; poor 6; very poor 7).  The report includes these gradings in the first column beneath the name of the school.

FEATURES OF THIS CURRENT CYCLE OF REPORTS:

2.
The very high grading for Combe supports the findings in the Council’s recent publication on the success of the “Rural Beacon Schools” which emphasised not only the quality of many of Oxfordshire’s small primary schools but also their capacity for influencing the development of the quality of teaching and learning across a range of such schools in a local partnership and more widely across the county.

3.
In three of the reports, poor accommodation or lack of appropriate accommodation is highlighted.

4.
In three reports slow progress in ICT is noted.

5.
All six reports comment favourably on standards of behaviour and attitude to learning.

SUMMARIES OF EACH SCHOOL’S INSPECTION REPORT IN THIS CYCLE

6.


School
The school’s main strengths 


The school’s main weaknesses

Checkendon CE (A) Primary School

NOR 86

Inspected 13 – 15 September 2004

Effectiveness 
3

Standards
3

Attitudes and values
2

Quality of education
3

Leadership and Management
3
Standards are well above average by the time pupils leave school.

Pupils achieve well because teachers have high expectations for learning.

The achievement of pupils with SEN is very good because the school provides very good support for their learning and ensures that they are fully included in all activities.

Very good provision for personal development contributes to very good attitudes, behaviour and spiritual, moral and social development.

Very good links with other schools and the community promote pupils’ learning.


Provision in ICT is unsatisfactory, as statutory requirements for the subject are not currently met.

Assessment is not yet fully developed across the school.

The quality of outdoor accommodation and resources for reception year children is not as high as elsewhere in the school.

Combe CE (VC) Primary School

NOR 112

Inspected 13 – 15 September 2004

Effectiveness 
2

Standards
2

Attitudes and values
2

Quality of education
2

Leadership and Management
2


Excellent behaviour and very positive attitudes of the pupils.

High expectations of all pupils and very good support from teaching assistants to meet individual needs.

Very good teaching of English, mathematics and science and very high standards in these subjects by the end of Year 6.

Very strong emphasis given to speaking and listening, practical and problem solving skills and enrichment of the curriculum to provide a range of opportunities for pupils to learn together.

The excellent leadership shown by the headteacher and very effective management of resources.

The commitment of governors to sustain and raise high standards for all pupils.


The lack of a school hall limits what pupils can achieve in gymnastics and dance.

There are insufficient toilets and the access to these for reception children is unsatisfactory.

The Grange Primary School, Banbury

NOR 304

Inspected 13 – 15 September 2004

Effectiveness 
3

Standards
3

Attitudes and values
2

Quality of education
3

Leadership and Management
3


Pupils attain well above average standards in English, mathematics, science and PE by Year 6.

Pupils have very good attitudes to learning and behave very well.

The curriculum is very well enriched by extra-curricular activities and sport.

The standard of care and welfare given to pupils is very good.

The school is well led by the headteacher, senior management and governors.


Higher attaining pupils in Years 1 and 2 could reach higher standards.

Attainment in RE is below what is expected because the time allotted to the subject is too short. 

Teachers need to give pupils more opportunities to use their ICT skills throughout the curriculum.

Fringford CE Primary School

NOR: 108

Inspected 20 – 21 September 2004

Effectiveness 
3

Standards
2

Attitudes and values
2

Quality of education
3

Leadership and Management  3
Overall leadership and management are good, though staff changes have led to the loss of two experienced subject coordinators and a need to review responsibilities.

Standards at Year 6 are well above average in English, mathematics and science and pupils achieve well in their learning.

Teaching is very good at the Foundation Stage (Reception) and good overall in other classes.

Reception children enjoy excellent facilities.

Pupils behave very well and have very good attitudes to work because the school provides very effectively for social and moral development.

Staff care for the pupils very well so that they feel safe and secure in school.

Very good provision for pupils with SEN.


The marking of pupils’ work is inconsistent.

Hardwick Primary School

NOR 269

Inspected 27 – 30 September 2004

Effectiveness 
4

Standards
4

Attitudes and values
3

Quality of education
4

Leadership and Management  4
Very good links with the community and parents are happy to send their children to the school.

The school’s behaviour policy is successfully used in nearly all classes.

Many pupils benefit from a very good range of activities in addition to class lessons.

Overall, teaching in the Foundation Stage is very good; in Years 5 and 6 it is good and it is never less than satisfactory elsewhere.

Staff and governors have a shared commitment and capacity to improve.

There is a general recognition, within the school and the community, of improvements to provision in recent years.


The roles and responsibilities of the leadership team are not sufficiently clear.

Strategies are not in place to provide for pupils with severe emotional and behavioural difficulties. 

The plans for school improvement do not clearly state priorities or funding.

Matthew Arnold School

NOR 982

Inspected 4 – 7 October 2004

Effectiveness 
3

Standards
2

Attitudes and values
3

Quality of education
3

Leadership and Management  2
Standards are above average at the end of Years 9 and 13 and well above average in Year 11, with very good overall added value.

The headteacher provides excellent vision, drive and expectations and overall, the school has very good leadership and management. There have been very marked improvements in most areas as a result.

Provision in art and design and English is very effective across the school.

Pupils have positive attitudes and behave well.

Teaching and learning, assessment and target setting are good, with much that is very good, especially in the sixth form.

There are very good links with other schools and with parents.
Too little improvement since the last inspection in ICT, music and design and technology.

Recent results for AS overall and at GCSE in design and technology and ICT have been below average.

Areas of poor accommodation hinder the school’s progress.
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